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June 28, 2024 
 
Katherine Cook, Planning Coordinator  
City of Auburn 
60 Court Street 
Auburn, ME 04210 
 
SUBJECT: Response to City’s Plan Review Meeting on Bear Self-Storage & Auto Sales Facility 
 828 Center Street – Auburn, ME 
 
Dear Katherine, 

On behalf of Bear Holdings LLC and Bear, LLC, Wright-Pierce has prepared a response to staff comments 
received regarding the Development Review application submitted for review for the proposed Self-Storage 
and Auto Sales facility located at 828 Center Street. We appreciate the time that staff have spent on this 
review. We offer the following responses, noted in bold, to comments received in your email dated June 17, 
2024: 

Comment:  

1. The city will need an addressing application. 

Response: An Addressing Application has been completed and is attached.   

2. Lewiston has a water main in the vicinity of the sewer main shown at the southern side of the site.  It may 
actually be in the stormwater treatment area.  It is a critical line that serves the entire City.  That line and 
easement should be shown on the plan for safety and excavation for stormwater.  Contact Lewiston Water 
Division for details. 

Response: We have confirmed with Jeff Beaule, Lewiston’s City Engineer, that the water line is not within the 
limits of the site.  There is a water line south of the site on properties on Xivray Street.   

3. Are all storage boxes leaving the site?   

Response:  Storage containers will remain on the site but will be located to the rear of the site behind the 
proposed building, in the areas marked as gravel storage areas.   

4. What is the gravel storage area for?  Use should be shown on the plan. 

Response: A note has been added to the site plan indicating that the gravel storage areas will be used for 
outdoor storage of containers and vehicles. An updated site plan is attached   
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5. Plan indicates a stormwater permit is being requested.  It appears that a Site Law permit is also required 
for impervious areas.  Please demonstrate what impervious area is new since relevant Site Law Dates and 
confirm if a permit is required.   

Response:  The site does require a Site Law Permit, based on the 1970 site impervious area and the cumulative 
increase in impervious area including the current proposed development.  The stormwater management plan 
does take into account the Chapter 500 requirements, as well as the flooding standard for Site Law projects. 
We used the aerial imagery from 1973 as the basis for the comparison.  We have attached a figure showing 
the approximate site boundaries over the 1973 aerial and the currently proposed impervious footprint.  

Maine DEP Chapter 500 basic, general and flooding standards apply to the site, since more than 3 acres of 
impervious area has been constructed since site law went into effect. Aerial imagery from 1973 was overlayed 
on the recent topographic survey and compared to the current site and proposed design. In 1973 there was 
approximately 1.14 acres of impervious area on the subject parcels. The proposed site improvements would 
bring the site’s total impervious area to 5.91 acres, a 4.77 acre increase from 1973. In 1973, the subject 
parcels of land were cleared of all but a few trees, graded, and appear to be mostly, if not entirely, developed. 
All the proposed improvements are within the existing developed portions of the site so there is no new non-
impervious developed area. As such, the proposed stormwater best management practices were designed to 
not only provide stormwater treatment but to mitigate peak runoff rates and provide proper flood protection 
to meet the basic, general, and flooding standards of Chapter 500. 

Please let us know if you have any additional comments or questions.    

Sincerely,  
WRIGHT-PIERCE 
 
 
        
Jan Wiegman, PE 
Senior Project Manager 
jan.wiegman@wright-pierce.com 
  
Attachments 
 
cc: Richard Raubeson 
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DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

ZONE DISTRICT
YARD REQUIREMENTS MIN. LOT

WIDTH / DEPTH LOT DENSITY MAX. BUILDING
HEIGHTREAR SIDE FRONT

GENERAL BUSINESS 35' 5' MIN.
25' MAX. 25' 100' / 100' 30% MAX.

COVERAGE BY BLDG 45'

SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL 25' 5' MIN.
15' MAX. 25' 150' / 125' 2 BLDGS PER ACRE 35'

PROVIDED 230' 175' 117' >150' 13% 30'

CITY OF AUBURN PLANNING BOARD
SITE PLAN, APPROVED BY THE CITY OF AUBURN PLANNING BOARD

CHAIRPERSON DATE

1

JAN B.S.
WIEGMAN
No. 5852

6/27/2024
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Figure 1: Site Plans over 1973 aerial.  Note 1973 development and impervious area.   (NTS)




